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From the President 
 

I hope all of you had a good summer, even with so few really “summery” days this year (at least in 
Menlo Park, where I live). We on the PBK Board thank you for being a member of our Northern Cal-
ifornia Association. 
 
Our First Vice-President for Programs, O’Neil Dillon, and his committee, have planned the almost-
monthly meet-ups that PBKNCA has offered throughout the years. If you want to attend one of these 
events, please check our website, https://www.pbknca.com/Events/, for information about them and 
directions for signing up. Payments for events can be made securely on the website, or by check with 

the coupon available there. 
 
Our “Young Professionals” section leaders, Joy Wang and Whitney Roeder, have arranged several exciting events for 
those 40 and under, including a gathering in San Francisco attended by more than 40 participants and two Zoom events 
sponsored with National on careers and networking.  
 
In May, which seems a long time from now but which will be here before we know it, we’ll confer scholarships on worthy 
graduate students from some of our Association’s campus chapters. The hard work of Second Vice President for Scholar-
ships, Joanne Sandstrom, and her committee (and your monetary contributions – THANK YOU!) makes this possible. My 
thanks to all members who have given generously to our scholarship program during the past year and before. Please keep 
it up! 
 
We encourage nominations for our Teaching Excellence awards for faculty members at the universities in our Association 
area that have PBK chapters. If you were motivated, impressed, or enthralled by teachers at any of those schools, please 
nominate them for a Teaching Excellence award, using the form available at www.pbknca.org/teaching/. Teaching Excel-
lence Chair Melissa Stevens awaits your input. Former recipients are often featured speakers at our Asilomar conference. 
 
Speaking of Asilomar, please consider attending our annual Presidents’ Weekend 
symposium, to be held this coming February 17-20, 2023 at Asilomar (Pacific Grove). 
We will enjoy hearing speakers on a variety of subject, from literature to science and 
everything in between, have fascinating conversations, and marvel at nature’s magnif-
icence as we wander the retreat grounds. Asilomar Chair Deirdre Frontczak will be 
delighted to receive your reservation. All proceeds from the symposium go to our 
award programs. More information can be found on our website or within this News-
letter. 
 
 
Wishing you a peaceful autumn and happy holidays,  
Mary Turner Gilliland President 2011-2023   
 
 
 

Click links to navigate  
Asilomar 4 
Board                               7 
Book Club 4 
Events 2 
President                          1 
Teaching Excellence 1 
Young Professionals        2 

               PHI BETA KAPPA  
           NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION       
      THE GAMMA ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA      
                        Association Chartered June 14, 1946 
        
                               September 2022 
    Go to the Mobile copy  https://pbknca.com/Newsletter/ 

 
 

https://www.pbknca.com/Events/
http://www.pbknca.org/teaching/
https://pbknca.com/Newsletter/


 2 

Upcoming Events 

Currently, the Phi Beta Kappa Northern California Association requires proof of full vaccination against COVID-
19 for attendance at any and all events.  This may change as the Covid situation changes. Watch the website 
https://pbknca.com and your email. Full vaccination is defined as completion of the two-dose regimen of Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccines or one dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine, plus boosters, administered two weeks or more in advance 
of the event. A well-fitting N95, KF94 or KN95 mask for all indoor activities (except while eating) is also required. Cloth 
masks, bandanas, or neck gaiters are not acceptable. Face masks must completely cover the nose and mouth.  A 
well fitted mask has no gaps between the face and mask, such as above the nose or at the 
sides.   https://pbknca.com/Attendee-Safety 

Full event information, and means of credit card payment or a form with which to send a check are available on our web-
site https://pbknca.com/Events/.  If you want to register for an event but don’t have Internet access, please contact O’Neil 
at oneilsdillon@gmail.com. 

If you won’t be able to make an event, contact O’Neil Dillon at oneilsdillon@gmail.com ASAP, or if it is the day of the 
event call him at 510-207-8761, as there may be others on the waiting list who will then be able to take your place. 

No-shows do NOT receive a refund! 

San Francisco Chinatown Family Associations, Tongs and Gangs.  
September 17, 2022; 10 AM, 1.5 to 2 hrs; Registration $35 

Full. Waitlist available 

 

For Young Professionals (40 and Under) 
PBKNCA YP Key Connections –- “Let’s Chat About Your Career Journey”  

October 16, 2022 3 PM to 4:10 PM Zoom. Free 

Join us to network with experienced PBKNCA professionals!  

Calling all Young Professionals, 

This year, Phi Beta Kappa National will hold the annual virtual Key Con-
nections event in September to serve as a kick-off for many regional Key 
Connections events. 

Following National's event, PBKNCA YP will host our annual virtual Key Connections event, "Let's Chat About Your 
Career Journey", on October 16th, 3 p.m. PDT. The theme of this event will be NETWORKING!  

The virtual event will be held over Zoom and the duration of the event will be 1 hour and 10 minutes. There will be two 
guest speakers, Ka-Tye Koo and Dr. Tina Etcheverry.  

They will speak for the first 40 minutes of the event to share their personal and professional stories, as well as their career 
advice. During the last 20 minutes of the event, each attendee will be assigned to a breakout room based on their specified 
professional interests. 

Tour Leaders – Joy Wang and Whitney Roeder 

https://pbknca.com/
https://pbknca.com/Attendee-Safety
https://pbknca.com/Events/
mailto:oneilsdillon@gmail.com
mailto:oneilsdillon@gmail.com
https://pbknca.com/event-4893188
https://pbknca.com/event-4895793
https://pbknca.com/event-4895793
https://pbknca.com/event-4895793


 3 

California State Railroad Museum - Private guided tour 
October 22. 2022. 10 AM at 111 “I” Street, Sacramento. Registration $20 

The California State Railroad Museum displays beautifully restored lo-
comotives and railroad cars from every era of California history, begin-
ning with the Transcontinental Railroad. You can walk through 1940s 
vintage Pullman passenger and dining cars and see one of the largest 
locomotives ever built — the Southern Pacific 4294 — a 123-long be-
hemoth designed to haul freight trains over the Sierra Nevada.   

Please arrive a few minutes early, and gather near the front desk in the 
lobby. Please identify yourself to PBK Tour leader – Rebecca Beach  

 

 

 

All You Ever Wanted To Know About Olive Oils 
November 12, 2022; 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM; Registration – $50.00 

Il Fiorello Olive Oil Company, 2625 Mankas Corner Road, Fairfield, CA 
94534 

Il Fiorello is a family-owned company dedicated to growing and mill-
ing the finest quality artisan olive oil from certified organic groves.   

The tour of the farm starts at 10AM and is about one hour.  During the 
tour there is a discussion of the history of olive oil, the significance of 
the term extra virgin, and you will learn how the farm’s international 
award-winning olive oils are made. We will learn about the different 
olive varieties and how the trees are cared for.  The farm tour ends with 
a visit to the state-of-the-art Pieralisi Gold olive mill, capable of milling 

3 tons of olives an hour. 

The tasting starts at 11 AM and is a comparative tasting of Extra Virgin Olive Oils, Co-Milled Oils, and Balsamic vinegar 
Reductions. Led by experienced staff, you will learn how to appreciate olive oils and enjoy a chef-crafted food pairing to 
expand your palate.  

A farm restaurant is available after the tasting if you wish to continue with a light lunch. See a sample seasonal menu. 

An updated menu will be sent to registrants closer to the event date; pre-orders can be estimated for the restaurant to pre-
pare.  

Covid Risk:  The tasting session will be set in an outdoor venue by our request. The farm tour is mostly outdoors. Tour 
leader:  O’Neil Dillon 
 
 
 

https://pbknca.com/event-4926620
https://pbknca.com/event-4922569
https://ilfiorello.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/From-the-Farm-Menu-1.pdf
https://pbknca.com/event-4926620
https://pbknca.com/event-4922569
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36th Annual Asilomar Conference - February 17 – 20, 2023 

 

“A faithful study of liberal arts humanizes character, and allows it not to be cruel.”   Ovid 

If the news of the day is getting you down, take heart – it’s once again time to reserve your weekend of learning, inspira-
tion and fellowship on the magnificent Monterey coast! 

Past participants describe the weekend as “the best aspects of college, without the exams” and “the greatest high of the 
year – without drugs!” 

If you have questions on this year’s program, please contact  dfrontczak@scu.edu. For registration or logistics matters, 
please contact Barry Haskell at bghaskell@comcast.net. Registration is $125, which goes mainly to scholarships. Cost 
will be similar to last year, about $550 per person, double occupancy, and includes all nine meals and parking. All regis-
tered participants will receive forms to reserve their Asilomar accommodations, including meals; please check your email. 
(Remember, to be part of the PBKNCA package, do not reserve directly with the facility.) 
 
Please join us once again for the annual Asilomar Conference, where we gather to learn, engage in discussions, and to 
listen to one another in new ways.  A preview of the 2022 event:  
 
Friday night – Speaker, TBD  
 
 

Saturday morning – Kerry Driscoll, Ph.D., Associate Editor of the Mark Twain Papers and 
Project, U.C. Berkeley: “Mr. Clemens and the Saturday Morning Club of Hartford.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday afternoon – Nico Orlandi, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy, U.C. Santa Cruz. “Con-
cepts and Conceptual Engineering: The Concept of a Woman” 
  
Everyone has an idea of what a woman is. But what is occurring in our heads when we think of a 
woman -- or a man, or a white man, or any other social concept? Philosophers and psychologists 
hold ideas as concepts; in this standard view, having the concept or idea of a woman consists of 
having a general description of what "being a woman" really means.   
  
This talk explores a view that many of our ideas are simple labels in thought. Our labels act as a 
sort of headline, an umbrella under which a variety of information about that idea is catalogued -

https://pbknca.com/event-4695002
mailto:dfrontczak@scu.edu
mailto:bghaskell@comcast.net
https://pbknca.com/event-4695002
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- for example, the notion that women are adult human females, or that they play a particular role in human reproduction. I 
suggest that the ideas we associate with the label do not, in fact, constitute that thing; i.e., that it is not a conceptual 
truth that “women” are adult human females.  This insight has direct implications for current public debates on trans in-
clusion – or on other womanly roles -- since the concept of “woman” does not imply a certain reproductive role by na-
ture. This position also allows us to make sense of “conceptual engineering” – an idea we will explore in this talk.   
  
Nico Orlandi is a philosopher of mind and cognitive science, whose work draws on research in cognitive psychology, neu-
roscience, and computer science. A central theme is understanding what kind of capacity perception is, and what kind of 
relationship it affords with the environment. Their* current projects concern predictive coding models of perception; and 
the significance of fMRI research for understanding cognition. They* are also affiliated with the Feminist Studies depart-
ment at UCSC.  A first-generation student, Dr. Orlandi completed undergraduate studies in Florence, a doctorate at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and has taught at both Rice University and Stanford.   
 
(*Note:  Orlandi's pronouns are "they / them." It was not a syntactical error.) 
 
 
 

Saturday night – Tom Greene, Ph.D. Astrophysics, NASA Ames Laboratory:   
“Mysteries of the Webb:”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday morning – R. Jay Wallace, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy, U.C. Berkeley, and 
PBK Visiting Scholar, 2022  
 “Why Is Everyone So Angry?”  
  
My topic is the dominance of anger in our political culture and discourse, a phenomenon that I 
think Nietzsche's Genealogy of Morals sheds some light on. Nietzsche thought that large parts 
of aristocratic societies were consumed with “resentment,” a hostile attitude on the part of the 
dispossessed toward those who are structurally privileged. This negative emotional orientation 
eventually gives rise to a new scheme of moral values, which are adopted precisely because 
they enable the masses to make sense of their prior hostility and animus. So you have an origi-

nal attitude of antagonism, and then a specific set of moral views become prevalent because of the way they render this 
hostile orientation intelligible to those who are subject to it. 
 
Something similar may be occurring in contemporary social processes. These are characterized by a tendency to forming 
negative group identities, whereby we come to understand who we are by defining ourselves in opposition to other 
groups. This leaves us with a hostile orientation toward the Other that doesn't really make sense, morally or intellectually. 
Under these circumstances, we tend to accept narratives of grievance, which attribute to The Other moral infractions that 
justify and render intelligible our opposition to them, and thereby satisfy an emotional need. But the process of accepting 
such narratives turns our antagonism into chronic anger, which is characteristically an attitude of emotional opposition to 
moral wrongs. 
 
 
 
 

https://feministstudies.ucsc.edu/
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Sunday afternoon – Forest Rohwer, Ph.D., Microbial ecologist and Professor of Biology at San Diego State Univer-
sity.    PBK Visiting Scholar, 2022 
 “Coral Reefs and Piggybacking Viruses” 
 

Coral reefs have dominated tropical near-shore, marine environment for hundreds of millions 
of years, so their rapid decline in recent times is distressing. The main coral stressors are over-
fishing and warm water events associated with climate change. I will talk about how these 
stressors change virus-microbe-coral symbioses and cause coral disease and reef decline. Then 
then I will discuss tools to remediate both the overfishing and climate change problems with 
the goal of restoring coral reefs. 
 
Forest Rohwer is a Fellow of the American Academy for Advancement of Science and the 
American Academy of Microbiology, as well as a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He led the de-
velopment of viromics, which involves isolating and sequencing the RNA/DNA from all of the 

viruses in a sample. From this data, it is possible to determine what types of viruses are present and what functions they 
are encoding. Dr. Rohwer uses viromics to study ecosystems ranging from the human body to coral reefs and has shown 
that most genomic diversity on the planet is viral. Dr. Rohwer has published more than 200 peer-reviewed articles, has 
won numerous national and international awards, and is listed as one of the World's Most Influential Scientific Minds. He 
has also published two books: Coral Reefs in the Microbial Seas and Life in Our Phage World. 
 
 
 

Sunday night – Claire Waters, Ph.D., Professor of English at U.C. Davis.  
*Mothers of Invention”.  
 
This talk will explore the apocryphal medieval narratives that feature mothers who undertake 
travel that helps to establish the Christian church in various ways; We will frame the project as 
a whole and then discuss specific narratives, for example, concerning the finding ("invention") 
of the cross by St. Helena, the mother of the Emperor Constantine.  
 
 
 

 
 
Monday morning    TBD  
 
Pending:  
– Jerome Cranston: Dean of Education, University of Regina:  Dismantling Systemic Racism in and through Educa-
tion  
In this lecture, Dr. Cranston will address how the current period of racial reckoning calls those involved in educating chil-
dren and youth – from K-12 through university studies – to confront, and ways that our education systems support and 
reify the systemic racism in our social institutions.  
Using a transdisciplinary approach, Dr. Cranston peels back the overt and covert ways that colonial ideologies, 
structures, and institutions have created and maintained racial injustice in education and beyond. Through race-
conscious approaches, he explores educational inequities as well as solutions that lead to greater justice for 
those to whom it has been denied. 
 
Jerome Cranston's maternal grandparents came from tribal communities in what are now Nepal and 
Burma/Myanmar and they were anglicized and evangelized as part of the imperialist, colonial contagion. His 
paternal grandfather, who was of Scottish descent, was a travelling bookkeeper with the East Indian Rail Com-
pany and was killed in 1941 during a Japanese bombing of Chittagong railway station in what is now Bangla-
desh. His paternal grandmother thus became a widow with five children. In 1942 she would die of malnutrition; 
an outcome of the British manufactured famine in West Bengal. Dr. Cranston accepts a distant yet unvarying 
connection to the trauma that echoes through their and his colonized histories. 
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Dr. Cranston holds a Ph.D. (University of Manitoba), M.Ed. (University of Lethbridge), B.Ed. After-Degree and 
B.Sc. (University of Alberta). His career began with 16 years in the K-12 education system as a teacher, princi-
pal and superintendent of schools in Canada’s prairie provinces.  He spent ten years as a member of the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Manitoba, during which he served on the Advisory Committee for Centre for Human 
Rights Research. Currently, he is a Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Education at the University of Regina, 
which is located on Treaty 4 territory and on the traditional homeland of the Métis. He serves on the University 
of Regina’s Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Advisory Committee, and Santa Clara University’s (California) 
Global Advisory Committee focused climate crisis awareness and action. 
 
 

PBK 2021 Financials are located at https://pbknca.com/Financials 
 
 
 

PBKNCA Book Club 
 

There is an ongoing virtual book club open to interested members. 
Contact Program VP O'Neil Dillon at oneilsdillon@gmail.com 

 
The Editor thanks Dr. Larry Lerner for proofing this newsletter 
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Mary Turner Gilliland, President 
 Menlo Park, (650) 321-9966, Mltg@aol.com 
O’Neil Dillon, First Vice President – Programs 
 Berkeley, cell 510-207-8761, oneilsdillon@gmail.com 
Joanne Sandstrom, Second Vice President – Scholarships 
 Oakland, (510) 339-1352, joannes@berkeley.edu 
Patricia Kenber, Third Vice President – Membership 
 Danville, (925) 838-2296, kenber@sbcglobal.net 
Duncan Missimer, Treasurer 
 Mountain View, (408) 368-0835, Duncan.missimer@ieee.org 
Susan Jenkins, Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
 San Jose, (408) 532-6550, sjenkins4@yahoo.com 
Deirdre Frontczak, Asilomar Chair 
 Santa Rosa, (707) 546-4238, dfrontczak@santarosa.edu    
Amanda Sanyal, Chapter Liaison 
 Campbell, (650) 520-5419, a_derry@yahoo.com 
Ray Hendess, Communications Officer 
 Petaluma, (707) 364-7615, rhendess@gmail.com 
Melissa X. Stevens, Teaching Excellence Chair 
 Rocklin, (530) 933-1550, pbkteachingexcellence@gmail.com 

https://pbknca.com/Financials
https://pbknca.com/event-4830551
https://pbknca.com/event-4830551
mailto:oneilsdillon@gmail.com
mailto:Mltg@aol.com
mailto:oneilsdillon@gmail.com
mailto:joannes@berkeley.edu
mailto:kenber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Duncan.missimer@ieee.org
mailto:sjenkins4@yahoo.com
mailto:rhendess@gmail.com
mailto:pbkteachingexcellence@gmail.com
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   Return Service Requested 
 
Go green – get the newsletter by email 
  Send an email to kenber@sbcglobal.net   
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