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KYIV, UKRAINE >> President Vladimir Putin 
dramatically escalated East-West tensions 
by ordering Russian nuclear forces put on 
high alert Sunday, while Ukraine’s embattled 
leader agreed to talks with Moscow as Putin’s 
troops and tanks drove deeper into the coun-
try, closing in around the capital.

Citing “aggressive statements” by NATO 
and tough financial sanctions, Putin issued 
a directive to increase the readiness of Rus-
sia’s nuclear weapons, rais-
ing fears that the invasion 
of Ukraine could boil over 
into nuclear war, whether 
by design or mistake.

The Russian leader is 
“potentially putting in play 
forces that, if there’s a mis-
calculation, could make things much, much 
more dangerous,” said a senior U.S. defense 
official, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Amid the mounting tensions, Western na-
tions said they would buy and deliver weap-
ons for Ukraine, including Stinger missiles 
for shooting down helicopters and other air-
craft, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s office announced plans for a 
meeting with a Russian delegation at an un-
specified location on the Belarusian border.

It wasn’t immediately clear when the meet-
ing would take place, nor what the Kremlin 
was ultimately seeking, either in those poten-
tial talks on the border or, more broadly, in 
its war in Ukraine.

The fast-moving developments came as 
scattered fighting was reported in Kyiv. 

INVASION OF UKRAINE

Russia’s 
nuclear 
forces 
on alert    
Tensions escalate after Putin 
creates threat of ‘much, much 
more dangerous’ warfare 

By Maggie Angst
mangst@bayareanewsgroup.com

Although Google is more than a year away 
from breaking any ground on its massive 
transit village project near downtown San 
Jose’s Diridon Station, the city has already 
started reaping the benefits from doing busi-
ness with the search giant.

Since receiving $7.5 million from Google 
last summer — the first of many payments to 
come — the city has allocated $3 million to 
help tenants, landlords and nonprofits, and 
to explore ways to provide affordable housing.

And on Tuesday, the City Council will dis-
cuss spending the remaining $4.5 million on 
everything from job training to child care 
subsidies to community center programming 
to scholarships for high school students.

The money is part of a landmark deal the 
council approved last year in which Google 
agreed to pony up to $200 million in commu-
nity benefits. In exchange, the company will 
be allowed to build an 80-acre mega campus 
on the western edges of downtown where as 
many as 20,000 people could work.

SAN JOSE

Council weighs 
$4.5M allocation 
from Google deal  
Spending proposed on child care, 
job training, student scholarships 

By Louis Hansen
lhansen@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com

Corporate investment in 
residential real estate set 
records in 2021, with pri-
vate equity and public funds 
snatching up nearly 1 in 5 U.S. 
homes by the end of the year.

But the Bay Area? Nope. 
Investors bought up just 4% 
of the homes sold in the San 
Jose metro area, and 6% in 
San Francisco and the East 
Bay last year — about the 
same level as 2015, according 
to an analysis of data from 
online broker Redfin. Invest-

ment ticked up at the end of 
the year but did not match 
the overall U.S. rate.

Agents say high Bay Area 

prices mean rental cash flows 
sound more like drip, drip, 
drip, while homes in cheaper 
cities in the South and Mid-

west provide rivers of income.
“Investors want high re-

turns,” said Redfin chief 
economist Daryl Fairweather. 
“The Bay Area is kind of past 
its heyday.”

The analysis refutes a com-
mon complaint from home-
owners and slow-growth 
activists — that corporate 
real estate giants are push-
ing into the Bay Area, gob-
bling up property and driv-
ing up home prices. Instead, 
real estate agents and econ-
omists say the region’s high 
prices are being driven by 
near-record-low numbers of 
homes for sale and strong 
demand from wealthy tech 
workers and millennials. Bay 
Area home values rose almost 
20% last year, and the me-

REAL ESTATE IN 2021

Investors buy fewer Bay Area homes
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Investors’ appetites cooled in much of 2021 for single family 
homes, like these along Vista Grande Drive in Hayward.

Atlanta metro area is  
nation’s hottest region 
for corporate activity

By Lisa M. Krieger
lkrieger@bayareanewsgroup.com

In a dark, deep and wet redwood for-
est, Max Genetti scans a trail in search 
of slime.

His quarry: Banana slugs, small but 
significant contributors to the new Cal-
ifornia Conservation Genomics Project, 
an ambitious effort to find, catch and ge-
netically decode about 250 of the state’s 
most special species.

In the pre-dawn glow of a headlamp, 
“you can spot the mucus trail, because 
it shines,” said Genetti, a bioinformatics 
specialist at UC Santa Cruz.

The slug’s DNA, extracted from a tiny 
slice of its tail, will tell a story. How is 
this bright yellow Bay Area creature, 
one of the slowest animals on Earth, re-
lated to its distant cousins, who resem-
ble bruised fruit in Eureka and green un-
ripe fruit in the Sierra Nevada foothills?

Like California’s people, the extended 
families of its plants and animals are 
wildly diverse, a mélange of different col-
ors and customs. Some, such as slugs, are 
separated by distance and a changing 
climate. Others are fractured by urban 
development, or have grown estranged 
over the relentless march of time.

By building a dataset of nearly 20,000 
different genomes — representing care-
fully selected species from the dry Mo-
jave Desert to the snowcapped Sierra Ne-
vada mountains — the $12 million state-

funded project will create a unique map 
of the state, providing leaders with cur-
rent scientific data and analyses to help 
them make decisions about land use and 
conservation.

At a time of rapidly accelerating spe-
cies decline, the map will reveal hot 
spots of diversity, which could serve as 
reservoirs of genetic variation to help 
species adapt to environmental change, 
said director Brad Shaffer of the UC Los 
Angeles La Kretz Center for California 
Conservation Science, who leads the ef-
fort’s 79 scientists. It could identify spe-
cial landscape corridors, where crea-
tures need to connect.

“We protect pretty places,” Shaffer 

said. “We may not be protecting the most 
biologically important places.”

It also will boost research. For in-
stance, it could reveal which populations 
might be at risk due to inbreeding and 
low genetic diversity. It will help scien-
tists understand how populations have 
changed over time.

To create this inventory, scientists 
from all 10 UC campuses, as well as Law-
rence Berkeley and Los Alamos National 
Labs and UC Natural Reserves, are dis-
persing across the state in search of fins, 
feathers, fronds and other tissues.

Genetti aims to sample 150 banana 
slugs from 70 different places. Once dis-

CONSERVATION GENOMICS PROJECT

Spiders, slugs and seal pups: 
Wild things stalked for DNA
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Emma Steigerwald, a Ph.D candidate at UC Berkeley, collects spiders from vegetation for the California Conservation Genomics 
Project. By gathering DNA samples from the creatures, scientists aim to genetically decode some of the state’s diverse wildlife.

A species of 
banana slug 
has dramatic 
black spots. 
The California 
Conservation 
Genomics 
Project will 
reveal slugs’ 
genetic 
diversity, 
perhaps 
explaining 
how the spots 
evolved.
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The $7.5 million comes 
on top of three downtown 
parcels Google gifted the 
city in October for afford-
able housing near the SAP 
Center. The three sites, 
which total 0.8 of an acre, 
could accommodate up to 
240 affordable homes.

“It’s a wonderful thing to 
have the ability to start do-
ing good for the community 
now,” said Nanci Klein, San 
Jose’s director of economic 
development. “Hundreds of 
people, if not beyond that, 
will get near-term assistance 
as a result of the dollars.”

Google’s megaproject, 
known as Downtown West, 
is expected to produce up to 
7.3 million square feet of of-
fice space — 4 1/2 times the 
floor space of San Francisco’s 

Salesforce Tower — 4,000 
housing units, 300 hotel 
rooms, 500,000 square feet 
of retail space and 15 acres 
of open space and parks. 
Google estimates the proj-
ect’s total value to the city 
will be at least $1 billion.

The tech titan plans to be-
gin improving roads and in-
frastructure over the next 
12 to 18 months before it 
launches the first phase of 
construction, which will fo-
cus on the development of of-
fice space, residential units 
and public green spaces be-
tween West San Fernando 
Street and Park Avenue.

In addition to the $200 
million in community ben-
efits, Google has agreed to 
build 1,000 affordable hous-
ing units — 25% of the total 
number of homes planned 
— and create a community 
fund with up to $150 mil-
lion for job training, home-
lessness initiatives and anti-

displacement work. Known 
as the Community Stabiliza-
tion and Opportunity Path-
ways Fund, it will be con-
trolled by a community ad-
visory committee still to 
be formed. Google will pay 
$21.20 into the fund for ev-
ery square foot of office 
space that goes up during 
construction, which is ex-
pected to take more than a 
decade to complete.

The monumental project 
and accompanying commu-
nity benefits package com-
prise the largest economic 
development deal in San Jose 
history. Over the course of a 
yearslong negotiation process 
that culminated last May, 
even the project’s earliest 
and harshest critics turned 
into supporters, calling it 
“the gold standard.”

Here’s a breakdown of the 
$4.5 million spending plan 
the council is to consider 
Tuesday:

• $1.5 million for San Jose 
Aspires, a financial incen-
tive program aimed at pre-
paring high school students 
in San Jose for post-second-
ary education.

• $1 million in neighbor-
hood programs at the Gard-
ner Community Center.

• $625,000 for a paid 
work experience and occu-
pation skills training pro-
gram.

• $600,000 in child care 
subsidies for participants in 
the city’s training programs.

• $525,000 for the salary 
of a new college and career 
pathways coordinator at 
City Hall for at least three 
years.

• $250,000 to set up the 
Community Stabilization 
and Opportunity Pathways 
Fund — a community fund 
of up to $150 million.

The council previously 
decided to spend $1.25 mil-
lion of the first $3 million 

to help low-income tenants 
apply for federal rental as-
sistance and help landlords 
deal with relief programs 
and eviction moratoriums, 
$1 million in grants to local 
nonprofit community orga-
nizations, $500,000 to de-
velop a pilot program for 
possible acquisition of mul-
tifamily and duplex units 
that can be preserved as 
affordable housing and 
$250,000 to potentially cre-
ate a community land trust 
to acquire land for long-
term affordable housing.

Mayor Sam Liccardo said 
the spending plan reflects 
community requests to “ad-
dress the widening (wealth) 
gap in our valley.”

“This is an investment in 
broadening opportunity so 
that these investments do 
not merely widen the divide 
but in fact bring more of us 
along to prosperity,” he said.

In expanding programs 

at Gardner Community 
Center, city officials plan to 
work with the grassroots 
organization Diridon Area 
Neighborhood Group.

Laura Winter, a mem-
ber of the Diridon Area 
Neighborhood Group, said 
the Gardner area has been 
“completely overlooked and 
ignored” for many years and 
she’s looking forward to giv-
ing it a voice. The Gardner 
Neighborhood, which is 
made up of predominately 
Latino residents, is located 
just south of where Google’s 
megaproject will end.

“Whatever it is the resi-
dents think is important is 
what we hope to give them,” 
Winter said. “They’re go-
ing to be impacted by the 
buildout of the Diridon Sta-
tion Area in a really big way, 
and it would be great if they 
got a functional community 
center out of it at the very 
least.”

Google
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dian price for a single-fam-
ily home has topped $1 mil-
lion in recent months, ac-
cording to CoreLogic data.

Homeownership is a 
central way for families to 
build wealth — buy a house, 
pay the mortgage, and, his-
torically, get a property that 
gains value while providing 
a place to live. “It’s easy,” 
Fairweather said.

But in much of the coun-
try, buyers are facing new 
competition — from large, 
cash-rich companies — 
in the battle to purchase 
a family home and start 
building equity.

The share of single-
family homes, condos and 
small apartment buildings 

bought by investors in the 
San Jose metro was 4% in 
2015 and in 2021, according 
to a Washington Post anal-
ysis of Redfin data. In San 
Francisco and the East Bay, 
the share of investor pur-
chases fell slightly from 7% 
in 2015 to 6% in 2021.

But nationally, investor 
purchases jumped from 
about 12% at the end of 
2015 to 18% at the end of 
last year, according to Red-
fin researchers. Investor ac-
tivity reached record highs 
in 2021, at least since Redfin 
began tracking the data in 
2000. Single-family homes 
made up about three-quar-
ters of the purchases, with 
condos and town homes 
the next most popular in-
vestments.

Between 2000 and 2008, 
investor purchases made up 
between 6% and 10% of all 

U.S. home purchases, Red-
fin data shows. After dip-
ping in the early months 
of the pandemic, investor 
shopping has taken off even 
in the Bay Area.

In the final three months 
of 2021, investors accounted 
for 12.6% of home purchases 
in Oakland, with a median 
price of $990,000, accord-
ing to Redfin. In San Jose, 
investors made 12% of pur-
chases, with a typical price 
of $1.7 million. In San Fran-
cisco, investors bought 18% 
of the homes sold, with a 
median price of $2.1 mil-
lion.

The hottest region for 
investors was the Atlanta 
metro, where 1 in 3 homes 
was bought by corporate 
interests. Similar investor 
frenzy was seen in Char-
lotte, N.C., Phoenix, Las Ve-
gas and Miami.

Redfin researchers used 
two decades of county prop-
erty records and searched 
for purchases where a buyer 
was listed as a trust, limited 
liability company or other 
corporate entity.

Fairweather said strong 
corporate activity typi-
cally pushes up prices and 
pushes out other buyers, es-
pecially first-time purchas-
ers and families with lower 
incomes and savings. But 
the new investments should 
also spur additional home 
construction, she said.

“We need more housing 
supply, anywhere we can 
get it,” she said.

Local agents say Bay 
Area landlords have been 
more willing to sell and in-
vest in out-of-state proper-
ties. Bay Area mortgages 
on single-family homes 
typically exceed potential 

monthly rental income — 
meaning investors’ long-
term gains are only realized 
when home values increase 
and they sell the property.

Santa Clara broker My-
ron Von Raesfeld has 
opened an office in North 
Carolina to serve Bay Area 
investors looking to relo-
cate or shift their real estate 
portfolios. He hasn’t seen a 
lot of investors rushing to 
buy single-family homes in 
the Bay Area recently, but 
he’s served tech profession-
als looking to trade in some 
of their stock holdings for 
out-of-state property.

One client sold a single-
family home in Santa Clara 
for $1.7 million, Von Raes-
feld said. She bought five 
rental homes in the Ra-
leigh-Durham region of 
North Carolina with the 
proceeds.

Another client sold a du-
plex in the South Bay and 
turned it into about a dozen 
apartments in North Caro-
lina. The North Carolina 
properties are generating 
about three times the rent 
that the South Bay duplex 
provided, he said.

“It’s just the difference of 
the marketplaces,” he said.

San Jose real estate ad-
visor Paul Getty of First 
Guardian Group said inves-
tor buying and selling last 
year was unlike anything 
he had seen in his decades-
long career. Bay Area prop-
erty owners have been look-
ing for deals in the South-
west and Southeast, seeking 
greater returns on their in-
vestments, he said.

“The movement out of 
California,” he said, “has 
really become like a tidal 
wave.”

Invest
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covered, a slug is stretched 
out on a board to be mea-
sured and photographed. 
Using a razor blade, Genetti 
clips off a rice-sized piece of 
tail. With tweezers, he drops 
the skin into an alcohol-filled 
vial, and carries the tissue 
back to UCSC for freezing 
and processing in the lab of 
Professor Russ Corbett-De-
tig, a principal investigator 
with the project.

“The more diverse a pop-
ulation, the healthier the 
population,” Genetti said. 
And because slugs are sen-
sitive to moisture, “it also 
tells us about the health of 
the forest.”

To capture his creatures 
— golden eagles — Robert 
Fisher of USGS must use bait.

Half carcasses of dead 
calves, pungent and drip-
ping blood, are wheeled for 
miles along rugged trails to 
a remote location. When the 

eagle lands to eat, a gentle 
“bow net” trap catches it. 
Fisher’s team, emerging 
from a nearby blind, sub-
dues the bird by covering its 
head and wrapping gauze 
around its dangerous tal-
ons. Then they draw a drop 
of blood from a vein in its 
wing, and release it.

Because genetic data can 
be linked to flight data, the 
project will help reveal the 

social structures, genealo-
gies and dispersal patterns 
of eagles, Fisher said.

It will also guide protec-
tion strategies, said Doug 
Bell, wildlife program man-
ager of East Bay Regional 
Park District. Different ea-
gle populations face differ-
ent pressures, ranging from 
drought to development, he 
said.

“The project gives us a 

more refined picture about 
what conservation actions 
might be needed,” said Bell, 
who has contributed DNA 
from golden eagles captured 
at Sunol Wilderness, Crock-
ett Hills and Mission Peak 
Regional Preserves.

The imperiled Crotch’s 
bumblebee is the holy grail 
of entomologists. So as UC 
Riverside collectors Blanca 
Ortega and Kaleigh Fisher 
slowly drove through Se-
quoia National Park last 
June, they were intrigued 
by a cloud of black insects 
hovering around a blossom-
ing tree.

The pair quickly pulled 
over, grabbed nets and 
jumped out. Clinging to 
the edge of the steep hill-
side, Fisher took a swipe — 
and caught one.

“We couldn’t believe it. It 
was worth risking our lives,” 
Ortega said. The rare bee, 
with a distinctive thick yel-
low abdomen, was placed in 
liquid nitrogen and driven 
more than 250 miles back 
to the lab.

Emma Steigerwald of UC 
Berkeley’s Evolab found Tet-
ragnatha spiders by walking 
the edges of Marin County’s 
Lagunitas Creek at night, 
when spiders are active. Spi-
ders are well camouflaged — 
but when she beat the vege-
tation with a stick, the arach-
nids fell onto a white sheet.

On beaches, Dan Costa 
and his team creep up on 
their target species: North-
ern elephant seals. There’s 
a brief window of time — 
March through May — when 
pups are alone on the sand, 
so it’s safe to approach. The 
team is sampling four ani-
mals from each of the state’s 
14 colonies, from the Chan-
nel Islands to Humboldt’s 
Punta Gorda.

“We can sneak up to them 
with little pliers and get a 
snippet of tissue, from the 
flipper. It’s like getting an 
ear pierced,” said Costa, di-
rector of UCSC’s Institute 
of Marine Science. “The an-
imal will wake up, look at us 
and then go back to sleep. 
It’s only dangerous if you 

don’t know what you’re do-
ing.”

The data will help scien-
tists better understand the 
recovery of this species, once 
nearly extinct due to hunt-
ing. Today’s 200,000 ele-
phant seals all descend from 
fewer than 25 individuals.

Back in labs, the DNA of 
each sample is sequenced 
and passed through a com-
putational analysis pipeline 
that converts the raw data 
into a format that can be 
more readily analyzed.

Despite challenges, 
such as COVID-19 and the 
drought, the effort is quickly 
progressing. So far, about 
15,000 samples have been 
collected. Of these, DNA 
has been extracted from 
more than 5,000. In a year 
or two, the project should be 
complete.

“I’m proud that Califor-
nia recognizes the need for 
this basic science,” Costa 
said, “to give us the best 
information we can get, to 
make the decisions to pro-
tect what we have.”
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Patrick Robinson, left, director of the Año Nuevo Reserve, 
and UC Santa Cruz student Wade Matern take a sample of 
tissue from the flipper of an elephant seal pup.

Battles also broke out in 
Ukraine’s second-largest 
city, Kharkiv, and strate-
gic ports in the country’s 
south came under assault 
from Russian forces. By late 
Sunday, Russian forces had 
taken Berdyansk, a Ukrai-
nian city of 100,000 on the 
Azov Sea coast, according 
to Oleksiy Arestovich, an 
adviser to Zelenskyy’s office.

With Russian troops clos-
ing in around Kyiv, a city of 
almost 3 million, the mayor 
of the capital expressed 
doubt that civilians could 
be evacuated.

Across the country, 
Ukrainian defenders were 
putting up stiff resistance 
that appeared to slow Rus-
sia’s advance.

In the southern port city 
of Mariupol, where Ukraini-
ans were trying to fend off 
attack, a medical team at 
a city hospital desperately 
tried to revive a 6-year-old 
girl in unicorn pajamas who 
was mortally wounded in 
Russian shelling.

During the rescue attempt, 
a doctor in blue medical 

scrubs, pumping oxygen into 
the girl, looked directly into 
the Associated Press video 
camera capturing the scene.

“Show this to Putin,” he 
said angrily. “The eyes of 
this child, and crying doc-
tors.”

Their resuscitation ef-
forts failed, and the girl lay 
dead on a gurney, her jacket 
spattered with blood.

Nearly 560 miles away, 
Faina Bystritska was under 
threat in the city of Cherni-
hiv.

“I wish I had never lived 
to see this,” said Bystritska, 
an 87-year-old Jewish sur-
vivor of World War II. She 
said sirens blare almost con-
stantly in the city, about 90 
miles from Kyiv.

Chernihiv residents have 
been told not to switch on 
any lights “so we don’t draw 
their attention,” said Bys-
tritska, who has been liv-
ing in a hallway, away from 
any windows, so she could 
better protect herself.

Meanwhile, the top offi-
cial in the European Union 
outlined plans by the 27-na-
tion bloc to close its airspace 
to Russian airlines and buy 
weapons for Ukraine.

“For the first time ever, 
the European Union will fi-

nance the purchase and de-
livery of weapons and other 
equipment to a country that 
is under attack,” said Euro-
pean Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen. 

The U.S. also stepped 
up the flow of weapons to 
Ukraine, announcing it will 
send Stinger missiles, as 
part of a package approved 
by the White House on Fri-
day. Germany likewise 
plans to send 500 Stingers 
and other military supplies.

Also, the 193-member U.N. 
General Assembly scheduled 
an emergency session today 
on Russia’s invasion.

Putin, in ordering the 
nuclear alert, cited not only 
statements by NATO mem-
bers but the hard-hitting fi-
nancial sanctions imposed 
by the West against Russia, 
including Putin himself.

“Western countries aren’t 
only taking unfriendly ac-
tions against our country 
in the economic sphere, but 
top officials from leading 
NATO members made ag-
gressive statements regard-
ing our country,” Putin said 
in televised comments.

U.S. defense officials 
would not disclose their cur-
rent nuclear alert level ex-
cept to say that the military 

is prepared all times to de-
fend its homeland and allies.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki told ABC that 
Putin is resorting to the pat-
tern he used in the weeks 
before the invasion, “which 
is to manufacture threats 
that don’t exist in order to 
justify further aggression.”

The practical meaning of 
Putin’s order was not imme-
diately clear. Russia and the 
United States typically have 
land- and submarine-based 
nuclear forces that are on 
alert and prepared for com-
bat at all times, but nuclear-
capable bombers and other 
aircraft are not.

If Putin is arming or oth-
erwise raising the nuclear 
combat readiness of his 
bombers, or if he is order-
ing more ballistic missile 
submarines to sea, then the 
U.S. might feel compelled to 
respond in kind, said Hans 
Kristensen, a nuclear an-
alyst at the Federation of 
American Scientists.

Earlier Sunday, Kyiv was 
eerily quiet after explosions 
lit up the morning sky and 
authorities reported blasts 
at one airport. A main bou-
levard was practically de-
serted as a strict curfew 
kept people off the streets. 

Authorities warned that 
anyone venturing out with-
out a pass would be consid-
ered a Russian saboteur.

Terrified residents hun-
kered down in homes, un-
derground garages and 
subway stations in antici-
pation of a full-scale Rus-
sian assault. Food and med-
icine were running low, Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said.

Authorities have been 
handing out weapons to 
anyone willing to defend 
the city. Ukraine is also re-
leasing prisoners with mili-
tary experience who want to 
fight, and training people to 
make firebombs.

“Right now, the most im-
portant question is to defend 
our country,” Klitschko said. 
IPentagon officials said 
that Russian troops are be-
ing slowed by Ukrainian re-
sistance, fuel shortages and 
other logistical problems, 
and that Ukraine’s air de-
fense systems, while weak-
ened, are still operating.

But a senior U.S. defense 
official said that will prob-
ably change: “We are in 
day four. The Russians will 
learn and adapt.”

Putin hasn’t disclosed his 
ultimate plans, but West-
ern officials believe he is 

determined to overthrow 
Ukraine’s government and 
replace it with a regime of 
his own, reviving Moscow’s 
Cold War-era influence.

Ukraine’s health minis-
ter reported Saturday that 
198 people, including three 
children, had been killed 
and more than 1,000 others 
wounded. It was not clear 
whether those figures en-
compassed both military 
and civilian casualties.

Russian Defense Minis-
try spokesman Maj. Gen. 
Igor Konashenkov gave no 
figures on Russia’s dead and 
wounded.

About 368,000 Ukrainians 
have arrived in neighboring 
countries since the invasion 
started Thursday, according 
to the U.N. refugee agency.

Along with military as-
sistance, the U.S., Euro-
pean Union and Britain 
also agreed to block se-
lected Russian banks from 
the SWIFT system, which 
moves money around thou-
sands of banks and other fi-
nancial institutions world-
wide. Russia’s economy 
has taken a pounding since 
the invasion, with the ru-
ble plunging and the cen-
tral bank calling for calm 
to avoid bank runs.
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